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lasted so long, and that this universe, endowed
with these complex forces and laws of change,
was then already in being. For the beginning
must be like a perfect mirror, reflecting the
actual future in an imaginary past. It begins
a long, unending yista of time and change,
which it seems to bisect, but bisects in appear-
ance only.

So far, then, this nebular hypothesis would
seem to be wholly gratuitous. There must
have been a creation and a beginning, however
near, or however remote. But a creation of
finished worlds, revolving round their central
suns, is quite as intelligible as the creation of
a diffused fire-mist, wisely and mysteriously
endowed with such motions, positions, and laws
for its embryon atoms, as to condense itself
infallibly into suns, planets, and probable
worlds in the slow course of immeasurable*
ages. And if equally intelligible, it is per-
haps more attractive to tlie imagination of
pious and reverent minds. How, then> ^ean
wo explain the wtrong instinct by which many
minds, not at all wanting in religious scnti*
meut, have been strongly attracted towards
some form of this nebular theory ?

There is another remark, which may ex-
plain this secret, and supply a clear and